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mine to Inform the distipegished ofi- | to tell me of your promise to him led | Dupont. came A Jeer from the end of the eabin. He checked himself, enught up o think I ewuld throw you down tinl
eer that the war depuriment hus been [ me to helleve 1 had a fighting chance, “You need say nothing to him from They stared nbout, and saw Vander- | blanket, and went outdoors,  When | war? Even If we woren't friends, you
pleased to relleve him of this irksome | “You—do pot--ask me to explain,” me, But—" Hardy bent over in the [ v3n standing st the corner, his face | preseimly he returned, she had not | know 1 want Marie ' '

3 ' Ay v e T ‘i ¥ . " T - ot | r “ 4 o " o) . i
detni]l to grant him perndission fmoe. | S faltered. suddle to bring his stern face peur | set in n cyoical smile, moved, e tastened her scunt warnd Dupont’s eyes nurrow ol and his Jaw

dintely to Joln his reglineat, which is
at Voncouver barrncks, Washington,
under orders to sall for Alaska.”

All eyes turned upon Hardy, Some
glinted with malice; others were cold.
Marie's alone were sympathetie. Hardy
glanced around the table with an lm-
perturbed lovk, and bowed to Vander-
yyn.

“Pray accept my acknowledgment
of the kindliness with which you make

the announcement,” he sald, and hvl

“What Is there to explain?' he re-
Jolned,  “You kuew that I trusted
your sincerity utterly, and you were
willing to amuse yourself with me
while he wus nway.”

“I—you have po right,” she sought
to defend herself. I pever led you
1o bhelipye—"

“You told me nothing of that prom-
{se to him, 1 thowght you—what you
knew [ thought you; and all these

weeks, every day— How can a womon |

the trader's— “I advise you (o wateh
thnt young mon"”
'i Dupont stood for some thme staring
after the officer, When e gtarted for
! bis store, before which a crowd of In-
dinns were waiting, his shrowd eyes
vere narrow with ealeulation, and his
stubby forefinger was rubbing the griz-
gled hale under the brim of his hat.

Hurdy permitted the mare to choose
her own pace,

As he neared the foot of the valley,

turned to smile pravely into Muorie's look so beautiful—seem so true and | e saw Redbear and Olona riding up
treubled face,
for time to earry out our Irrigation
mlans,

/

“l could have asked |loving in every word nnd nct—and toy | the creek from the road crossing, The

with the deepsst feelings of a man as | girl drooped In ner saddle os If lIL A

“So yow've quit soldlering aod laken

Hut, doubtless, the burean will ' you bave ammused ysursel! with mine? , nearor view confirmed b's suspiclonr | “Have you no shred of deceagyl”

to preaching,” he sneered.

“Owoeoli 1™ mighed Olnon, and she
crept toward the mocker, her hands
Imploringly outstretched, her  soft
eyes brimming over with tears of piti-
ful enteeaty. “Tell him—tell him it
Isn't true! ‘Tell him our marriage Is
a real warriage!™

“What n fuss over a lttle thing llke
that!" he rallled.

The girl cringed back, and sank
down, In silent angulsh to hide her
face,

cried Hardy.

“For shame, gir!"

robe and few trinkets ln o blaoket roll,
and led her out around the house,
carcfully keeplug bimsell between her
nod the Blanket-covered form on the
ground near the door. He had brought
her own and her brother's ponles to
the back of the house. He lashed the
bundle on the dend man's s=addie,
lifted the girl upon her pony, und
monnted his mare,

Half-way to the ageney they met T
own-konzn coming down with several
members of his family to visit his halr-
breed grandchildren, Urged by Hargy,
the girl broke her distraught sllence to
tell the ad chief what bad buappened, |

ot obstinntely,
them  that
want to
husinnes, "

Vandervyn frowned, considered the
mader a few moments, smiled, and
drew n folded paper from an inper
pocket,

“Very well, 1 expected to walt uatll
I renched the mine, But sinee you =
sIst, here (t ls—my deoed to you & &
full balf-interest, You've been Inot~
Ing and looking s confounded umeass
tver since the—aceldent to RM
that I thonught T'd be ready tuﬂ-'
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“That's all right: but
want to remaln friends
retmewbier that busivess is

riy W
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